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nttered verses declaring that what he had done would be a warning to the family of Morrah. Jesses also improvised verses, in which he swore by the altars of Wa'il (or of his people, for the word is donbtful) that he would maintain the rights of hospitality.
The slaying of Kolayb was on this wise. Jessas watched his opportunity, and one day when Kolayb went out into the field unarmed, he followed him, accompanied by eAmr ibn Abi Rabi'at al Muzdalif ibn Thohl, or, as others say, *Amr ibn Al Harith ibn Shayban. Jesses ran at him with his spear, and broke his .spine, and went and stood over him. Kolayb, tormented, said to him, " Give me a drink of water." '(Thou hast passed by Shobayth and Al Ahass," said Jesses, alluding to two water-sources which Kolayb' had prohibited to the Benfi Shayban: Arab. Prov. I. 249. These words became proverbial, and are used when one seeks a thing where it is not to be found. He then left him, andc Amr coming up, Kolayb asked him also for water, but cAmr got off his horse and despatched him, so that " To ask help ofcAmr in need," is a proverb meaning to supplicate a merciless person. The war or feud then began between the tribe of Taghlib, of which Kolayb's brother, Mohalhil, was now tBe chief, and the tribe of Bekr, of which the Benft Shayban were a branch. Mohalhil could not believe that one of the family of Morrah had dared to slay his brother, and when Hammam ibn Morrah told him what Jessas had done, he exclaimed, " He is not a big enough man for it," literally, " Podex ejus- angustior est quam illud," Arab. Prov. I. 607. But when he knew the truth he determined.to avenge him. The real name of Mohalhil was* Adi, and he received the former appellation on account of the beauty of Ms poetry, since Mohalhil signifies, " one who weaves finely/' The elegy which Mohalhil composed on his brother's death is generally held to have been the first regular poem (kasldeh) composed among the Arabs. Some fragments of it are preserved in the Hamaseh, p. 420, and the invaluable commentary appended to these contains a full narrative of the death of Kolayb. These events took place, probably, in
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